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35-36. The new “book™ of the Torah. Verses 35 and 36 are
separated from the rest of the Torah by means of inverted
letter nuns before and after them, to separate them from the
rest of the narrative. This is because these verses would more
lf:gncally seem to belong in the narrative of the tribal forma-
tions of chapter 2 (Shabbos 116a). The passage was placed
here so :‘.hat the Torah would not record three Jewish sins in
succession (Rashi). The first sin was the manner in which
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to my land and my family shall I go.” 3! He said, “Pleas
i . A e do not forsake us, inasmuch as
ic}:zu;f our encampm;nts in the Wilderness, and you have been as eyes for us. 32 And it shag ZZ
if you come with us, i 1 i i {
s ig e ith us, then with the goodness with which HASHEM will benefit us, we will do
% They journeyed from the Mountain of HASHEM a three-day distance, and the Ark of the
f:t;'enani of l-i/:s;-;l!:‘m jloumeyed before them a three-day distance to search out fof them a
sting place. e C j
joi, p loud of HASHEM was over them by day when they journeyed from the
, 35hWhen the Ark would journey, Moses said, “Arise, HASHEM, and let Your foes be scattered,
et t o.?e who hate You flee from before You." 3 And when it rested, he would say "Residé
tranqullly, O, HAsHEM, among the myriad thousands of Israel,” ,

they left Sinai (see notes to vs. 33-34). Theroitl;ers are glveri_

below. r

% \
My Y90 Draon 0 NG
Y2 NWRWN 72157 171 NI d
™Y 0mraw nwanb D’ uma?
P°1 orxy onyy 1va 02N> m:‘rnuﬁ
RYR ,DPNRYY Qastw pon M

LK 130107 RN

D YA- ,’L"’ 2

1'Ti'he people took to seeking complaints; it was evil in the ears of HASHEM, and HASHEM heard
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Ho ;
ye;r, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month,
the cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the covenant. Then
the Israelites set out on their journey” (Num. 10:11-12). It was
not one of the many journeys; it was the journey, the final jour-

According to one opinion in the Gemara (Shabbos 116a), these two
verses are set off by inverted nuns to constitute a break between
three episodes in which Klal Yisrael sinned. The first of the three
episodes, according to Tosafos and Ramban, was when Bnei Yisrael
left Har Sinai as children who flee from school, i, relieved that they
would receive no more mitzvos. Later, after traveling without stop

(%) for three days, the people complained and bemoaned the frantic pace ney.
at which God was driving them. The third of their sins was -
complaining about the mannah and demanding meat. & S —

Interesting is the conversation between Moses and his father-
in-law. We get a glimpse into Moses, into his mood during the
days after the second Passover, as the people begin to march. He
speaks in a climate of serenity, of peace of mind, of unqualified
) —— assurance. He expects great things as he speaks of the final

2 (b G} jour to the Promised Land. No delays, no procrastination—

; Sg\ch,\“\'f;\\k \%i Ji(tnilsl,;?i’ng to happen right now,/&lt( tomorrow. Sometimes 1 want

[ The whole operation, if successfully brought to a close,
would have lasted several days. And at that time, there was no

¢ Since a threefold repetition constitutes a pattern in halachah, the
Torah did not record these three events in succession, without a break
¥Ln between. Still to be explained, however, is why the division falls
Letween the first two episodes and not between the second and the

Lhird.

L

VISION AND LEADERSHIP

The march was supposed to last several days; that is why

the Torah reveals to us the details of the march. First, the pil-
lar of cloud was the guide, an instrument in the hands of the
Almighty (Num. 9:22-23). The Torah then tells us how the
camps were arranged for marching, which tribes formed the
avani-garde and which formed the rear guard. The Torah
speaks of tziv'otam, that is, their hosts of warriors. In this con-
text, the Torah also relates to us the story of the two trumpets
because the signal system was very important. Moses had to
instruct the various camps on their march to the Promised
Land, so there was need for communication—the two silver
trampets.

Expectation and tension permeate the pages of
Beha‘alotekha. There is a mood of mobilization and rigid order.
All the conditions have been met, the reward is about to be
granted, the promise to Abraham is finally about to be fulfilled.
The people are on their final triumphal march. “In the second

need for spies and scouts to explore the land, to see whether the
land was good or bad, whether the cities were walled or open,
whether the population there was strong or weak, healthy or
sickly. Intelligence work is necessary only if one has doubts.
This was the pre-doubt period in Jewish history. '

-+ The parashah of “Vayehi bi-nesoa ha-aron” did not seem
misplaced before the great reversal took place, before the Jews
alienated God, before they fell from Him, before they had
doubts and sent the spies. Indeed, it was the continuation of
the great story of the final, triumphal messianic march into the
Land of Israel, which was supposed to take place approximate-
ly 3,500 years ago.

~J And they set forward from the mount of the Lord three
) days’ journey; and the ark of the covenant of the Lord
went before them three days’ journey, to seek out a rest-
ing-place for them. And the cloud of the Lord was over
them by day, when they set forward from fihe camp. And
it came to pass, when the ark set forward [leading them
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i e Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch comments that this sedrah marks
into the Land of Is.rael], that Moses said, “Arise, O Lord, the end of one epoch of Jewish history and the beginning of another,
and let Your enemies be scattered, and let Your foes flee leading to the sin of the spies and culminating in the destruction of
before You.” And when it came to rest, he said, “Return, the Temple and exile. The root of all this misfortune was the inability
O Lord, unto the ten thousand thousands of Israel” to be consistent in our avodas Hashem.
(Num. 10:33-36). B May we strive to correct this flaw ‘so that the inverted nuns are
once more made upright, as they are in the ultimate expression of
3¢ There would have been no need for an inverted nun at the total devotxo? — VW) 0P Then we will merit two oth.er Wofds
beginning and an inverted nun at the end. The verse would fhat als.o begm.wlth - mﬂ% w3 — be comforted, My nation, with
81 g y . &he ultimate Divine redemption.
have been the climax of the whole story, not an inversion.
Jewish history would have taken a different course. Had Moses Q i
entered the Land of Israel, our history would never have been Ty Midrash in Tana D'vei Eliyahu records a similar instance of
taken from us. The messianic era would have commenced with rebuke. Eliyahu Hanavi found himself mocked by an ignorant boor,
the conquest of the Land of Israel by Moses. who did not even know the aleph-bais. Eliyahu asked the man if he
did not fear for the day the Heavenly Court would ask him why he
did not learn Torah. The man replied that he was not afraid-because

s

: ?\ &Q:k: he was not given the intelligence to learn and therefore could not be
8 ! * blamed. Eliyahu then asked him to describe how he made his living,
[o answer this last question, we must understand the importance and the man commenced an animated description of how he made
of consistency in our service of Hashem. When Yosef revealed fishing nets and set them out in the most efficient possible fashion. At )
himsell to his brothers with the words, “I am Yosef; is my father still nthe end of this discussion, Eliyahu told him, “For fishing you have
Alive?” the brothers were so overwhelmed that they could not answer wisdom, and for Torah, which is even more crucial to life, you do
L not?” Immediately the man burst into tears at the realization that he

« had refuted himself. 1
Eliyahu concluded by pointing out how rampant is such
inconsistency. There are those who will plead before the Heavenly
Court that they were not given the means to give tzedakah. They
will be shown how for their own personal pleasures the money was
somehow found. Others will defend their lack of Torah study on the
grounds that they were too busy making a living. They will be
shown the time spent doing nothing or in idle chatter. There is no.
[{ more telling refutation of all our excuses than those we ourselves

him. The Midrash comments, “Woe to us from the Day of Judgment
and the day of reproof, for if the brothers could not answer the
rebuke of Yosef, their younger brother, how much more so will we be
overwhelmed by God's reproof when He in the future rebukes each
one according to his deeds.”
X Bais HalLevi explains that the essence of Yosef’s rebuke was
‘pointing out the inconsistency of their actions. Until the moment
Yosef revealed himself, Yehudah was pleading with Yosef to take
into account the suffering of their aged father and therefore free

Binyamin. To this Yosef replied, "I am Yosef. Where was your provide. .
concern for our father’s pain and sorrow when yoa S;)lsv }r:le atnd _ — — " "\
nvinced him that I was dead? Is he still alive after that? When it is 2.
(c:zn://:.nient, you are concerned with our father’s welfare, and when it 3 :1:‘7'.“ npnawn an np QRN
seryes your purposes, you are oblivious.”
1 e fran (eap 13 voond) 3PV Y NRTPNA
The ideal service of Hashem is described as “all your days” — Imb Hmt |3 ANEY on BN )
without interruption, with consistency and consta.ncy (Ibn Ezra to Afaps ppp P 9pY S Ppp 1SH
Devarim 19:9). The Gemara (Be;:achos 6a) says that ff someone con}\::s pIpD W) S B9 13 7 2 O AN
regularly to shul and one day is absent, Hashem inquires as to his b ,11_”9 1”_)5 ok et e Hlos
absence, and if he has no acceptable excuse, he is punished. The /'QIEE_"P_’ZE_»E‘_Q_"’JP,JLIL,J—_LD”': B
person who never attends shul is not scrutinized in the same manner, 2 f_E300 pfy Hion by b
for he has never exhibited the capacity to attend regularly. l{)ﬁ?_ IO 7 pe s P13
We can now understand why the Torah separated between the pwE) PP7 1D 130 SO8D b ¥hd BV
mre Ll o0 b s 1 0.
avoid a proliferation of additional mitzvis,ﬁazr}:er:t\e:)bsles:\f:d,r z’l’nl\/[ts oh pwps) 373RNR 263N PEND
children, if you have the energy to run from Har Sinai, let us harness B30 phy D 13 MbE ' @7 p3vh 303
that energy and direct your running to your final destination, Eretz omb3 d7a B9 B Mp3s opvp HO
israel.” Immediately Bnei Yisrael complained that they lacked the‘? wED 73 Ihop N MmY_05Y Oy
s.ﬁ@rggtl} and stamina to run. That was the ultimate self-condemna- | 73090 I A7 HIDY NN DYPnbs )
tion — mconsis\tsgc_y: To run from Torah you have the stamina, and i Mo Wy 176 10 WY W By
Yet to run to Eretz Yisrael you lack that same capacity. To minimize o ”“B.;” 350 l;f; onh TH STED
the inconsistency involved, the Torah distinguished between these DEJR_70hY. 22t = :
two episodes. 9pp 7HD 139p d» mby DIE " I3
¢ The letter 1 represents mxy — faithfulness and consistency Jlﬁ”i’?ls_’—l’iz? D3 o0 o1 957 9.

(Shabbos 31a). The inverted nuns, therefore, represent inconsistency
and self-contradiction.

JThe two verses set off by the inverted nuns describe the antidote to
that inconsistency. When Moshe saw the Cloud of Glory begin to as-
cend and depart, signaling Hashem’s desire that Bnei Yisrael resume
their journey, he proclaimed ““ Arise, Hashem.” This proclamation was

( a confirmation of Hashem’s will and an expression of Moshe’s desire "
) o subjugate his desires to Hashem’s. Similarly, when the Aron came (
i to rest, Moshe again proclaimed, “Return Hashem. . ..” i
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s mminan Hab npin s bab ‘i1 v — Hashem supp:)rt_s all the fallen

ones and straightens all the bent. The order of the pesukim up to this point
in the mizmor has followed the aleph-beis, beginning with WTOK PRI
75m1, and continuing through aman. This pasuk, however, omits the 3,

and begins with a ©.
4/ The reason is given in the Gemara (Berachos 4b): %W 179 713 W "2n
ORI WKW, The letter 3 has an ominous connotation, in that it is the first

letter in the pasuk, YX7? N71N3 D 0N XY 1993, She has fallen and will no

longer rise, virgin of Israel (Amos 5:2), which refers to the downfall of the
Jewish nation.

However, continues the Gemara, Rovid HaMelech, in his ruach hakodesh,

" envisioned an olam shekulo tov, in which there is no n2"0), falling, because

KaKadosh Baruch Hu will support all those who are weak, physically or

spiritually, without exception (291937 727 o537 937). So the absence of

the ), followed by 7o, aliudes to a world in which there is no falling.
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